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Singapore is a city, an island and a country. 
Sir Stamford Raffles founded Singapore 
on the Singapore River, which is still 
the heart of the city, encompassing the 
central business district and the popular 
entertainment and dining precinct along the 
quays.

 

Sights
Clarke Quay
Clarke Quay was transformed into a dining and 
shopping precinct in the early 1990s and has recently 
undergone another, highly distinctive, renovation that 
has cemented its status as Singapore's entertainment 
precinct of choice.
Clarke Quay
Colonial District
underground rail: Clarke Quay MRT

Singapore Zoo
This zoo is world-class, and is constantly being 
upgraded. The zoo's showpiece animals include 
endangered white rhino, Bengal white tigers, polar 
bears, baboons and orang-utans. Wherever possible, 
moats replace bars, and the zoo is beautifully spread 
out over 28 hectares of lush greenery beside the 
Upper Seletar Reservoir.Highlights are many - from 
the moment you step in to be greeted by free-ranging 
cotton-top tamarins and white-faced sakis and 
siamangs cavorting in the trees.
80 Mandai Lake Rd
Nee Soon
tel: 6269 3411
www.zoo.com.sg
underground rail: Ang Mo Kio, then bus 138
08:30 - 18:00

Asian Civilisations Museum
Housed in a magnificently restored 1865 building, 
the ACM is one of Singapore's icons and a must-
see. Set over three levels, the 10 permanent exhibits 
explore traditional aspects of pan-Asian culture and 
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civilisation, including all of Southeast Asia, China, 
India and Sri Lanka. The sheer scale of the museum 
is such that, for the uninitiated, the ACM Highlights 
guided tour ( 14:00 Mon, 11:00; 14:00 Tue-Fri) is 
advisable - though they don't run in late December to 
early January.
S of the Padang
Colonial District
1 Empress Place
tel: 6332 2982
www.acm.org.sg
underground rail: Raffles Place
13:00 - 19:00 Mon, 09:00 - 21:00 Fri, 
09:00 - 19:00 Tue-Thu, Sat & Sun, adult/child $10/5

Orchard Rd
Famous by name, Orchard Rd was once was lined with 
nutmeg and pepper plantations. Today it's the domain 
of Singapore's elite and well-heeled tourists, lured 
here by the shopping centres, nightspots, restaurants, 
bars and lounges. A showcase for the material delights 
of capitalism, Orchard Rd also possesses some sights 
of cultural interest where a credit card is not required.
Orchard Rd
City Centre
underground rail: Orchard, Somerset, Dhoby Ghaut

Raffles Hotel
Whatever ostentatious modern projects Singapore 
undertakes now or in the future, Raffles Hotel will 
likely always be its most famous landmark. There's 
just something about the sight of that snow-white 
façade, the brushed-gravel drive, the Sikh doorman, 
the whispers of history. Astonishing to think it was 
scheduled for demolition in 1987, before an around 
S$160  million facelift restored it to glory.
1 Beach Rd
Colonial District
tel: 6337 1886
www.raffleshotel.com
underground rail: City Hall

Dining
Sin Huat Seafood Restaurant
Perhaps the most famous seafood joint in Singapore - 
and certainly the priciest hawker food. Chef Danny Lim 
is renowned internationally for his crab bee hoon, yet 
Sin Huat is determinedly grungy and its fame seems to 
have inspired some desultory, if not rude, service. They 
know people will keep flocking in, so they're not too 
bothered. If you want to eat sooner rather than later, 
try something else, such as the gong gong (whelks) or 
so-called 'MRT' prawns.
Lorong 35, Geylang Rd
Geylang
tel: 6744 9755
underground rail: Aljunied, then walk
11:00 -late

Smith St Hawker Centre
You can't quite beat dinner in the open air - and clearly 
thousands of people agree, which is why Smith St 
Hawker Centre is such a hit. Grab a table, order a 
barbecued seafood feast, an endless stream of cold 
Tigers, and your night is made.
Smith St
Chinatown
underground rail: Chinatown
18:00 till late
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LUXE CITY Guides Recommend

The following suggestions are selected 
exclusively for Cathay Pacific by LUXE City 
Guides, the consummately stylish pocket 
travel guide, packed with astute, opinionated 
information for the busy and sophisticated 
visitor.
 
Hotel
St. Regis. An instant classic loaded with lush 
fabrics, marble, and Bentleys. Butler service for 
all, Sunday brunch at Les Saveurs, Canto dolly 
Yan Ting, Decanter wine bar, high tea at The 
Drawing Room, and bliss-maker Remède Spa.
29 Tanglin Rd / 6506 6888 / stregis.com/
singapore 

Restaurants
Forlino. Chef Osvaldo transports his one 
Michelin star family affair of fine Italian cooking 
from Piemonte to this sexy glammy mammy with 
twinkly Singa vistas. 
2/F / One Fullerton / 1 Fullerton Rd / 6877 6995 / 
lunch Mon-Fri, dinner Mon-Sat / forlino.com

PS Café. Gorgeous light-filled atrium for post-
shop-athon respite, with soaring ceilings, 
patterned tiles and verdant views amid Orchard 
bustle. 
#02-09A Palais Renaissance / 390 Orchard Rd / 
9834 8232 / also a branch in a swanky modernist 
house at 28b Harding Rd / off Dempsey Rd / 
6479 3343 / brunch & dinner / pscafe.sg 

Long Beach @ Dempsey. Sleeves up, dress 
down and prepare to get messy for a blast of 
black-pepper crab at this heaving, clean and 
bright getup.  
25 Dempsey Rd / Tanglin Village / 6323 2222 / 
the original east coast branch is at 1018 East 
Coast Parkway / 6445 8833 / 
longbeachseafood.com.sg

Bar
Privé. Sprawling, sleek and urbane paved 
terrazzo overlooking the marina on a baby island 
for tipples under the stars. Groovy DJ beats 
some nights and live jazz others.   
2 Keppel Bay Vista / 6776 0777 / prive.com.sg

Spa
Remède Spa. Mod, airy and sumptuous 
pleasure palace with heated marble wet 
lounge, Rasul, Zen garden for outdoor soaks 
and customisable East-West menu (try the black 
olive scrub or the warm jade massage), plus 
hotel pool access and champers and chocs with 
tai-tais after. 
St. Regis Hotel / 29 Tanglin Rd / 6506 6888

Shop
Chai. 10,000 sq ft one stop shop of girly twirly 
loveliness, this smart lifestyle-cum-department 
store will get you sorted for cosmetics, knickers, 
bling, party frocks, nail bar and the odd bit of 
menswear to keep him expiring from boredom.    
#01-36 Liang Court Shopping Centre / 177 River 
Valley Rd / Clark Quay / daily

Activities
National Museum. Beautifully restored C.19th 
building for an intro to Singapore’s history, ‘living 
galleries’ about local food, fashion, art and film, 
and rotating art. Hungry? Grab Chef Chan’s fancy 
Canto / 6333 0073 / min 4 pax / res essential / 
lunch & dinner Mon-Sat / complete with the 
chef’s own antiques, or try mod Euro Novus / 
6336 8770 / lunch & dinner Mon-Sat / with bijou 
courtyard and bar.
93 Stamford Rd / 6332 3659 / 
nationalmuseum.sg

Night Safari. Lions and Tigers and Bears, Oh 
My! It’s camp as a vicar’s knickers and twice as 
much fun. There’s nothing quite like seeing big 
pussies from the comfort of an open tram. All 
aboard. 
80 Mandai Lake Rd / 6269 3411 / 
7.30pm-midnight / nightsafari.com.sg

Makansutra. K.F. Seetoh is the guru of hawker 
food, so check out his superb ready-made tours 
at / makansutra.com / plus there’s dependable 
advice on where to find the very best dishes and 
stalls.
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